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Installation

Testing
•	 Once the PureLink™ rough-in is complete, it must be tested and proven to be watertight. If using PureLink™ crimp 

fittings, 3/8", 1/2" and 3/4" barbed plugs are available.
•	 An appropriate test kit must be connected to the roughed in system, and should include a pressure gauge for 

monitoring.
•	 Water or air may be used for testing.  If allowed by local codes, air is often preferable because of ease of use.
•	 If testing with water, test to 25 psi above operating pressure.
•	 If testing with air, test to 50 psi above operating pressure.
•	 Duration of test should be at least 20 minutes.

Test requirements specified in your local building and plumbing codes must always be followed.

1.	 The flat portion of the opening is the gauging area.
2.	 The “GO” opening should go freely across a crimped ring anywhere 

on its diameter with the possible exception the upset area on the ring 
surface caused by the tool jaws closing. Do not force the gauge across 
the ring.

3.	 The gauge should always be pushed across the crimped ring from the 
side. Do not slide the gauge along the tube up to the crimped ring.

Note: Fitting and tube are not shown 
in illustrations for clarity. The 
crimp gauge is to be used only 
on crimp rings that have been 
crimped onto tube and fittings.

Using the Crimp Gauge (#11100) Properly

Correct
Crimp tight enough – GO

Crimped ring

Clearance Circle
(Non-gauging area)

Flat
Gauging
Surfaces

Incorrect
Crimp not tight enough – NO GO

Crimped ring

Kinked Pipe Repair
One of the most important features of PureLink™ crosslinked pipe is its ability to “memorize” its structure and shape.  
As such, a kinked area can be heated with an electric hot air gun to approximately 260°F (125˚C).  Please note that 
open flame can not be used.  Heat should be applied evenly until pipe appears clear around its entire circumference.  
Let the pipe cool undisturbed at room temperature.  The repair is now complete.
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HeatLink PureLink® Water Distribution System

Distribution System & Materials

•	 Provide a complete water distribution system as shown on the plans and as specified. Length of loops, pipe sizing 
and spacing to be according to the manufacturer's instructions as described in the HeatLink PureLink™ Product and 
Installation Guide.

•	 Piping installed shall be HeatLink® PureLink™ cross-linked polyethylene (PEX) pipe or HeatLink® Pipe-in-Pipe, 
length and size as per design drawings. The PEX pipe shall have one standard dimension ratio SDR 9 and the 
fittings shall have a nominal size from 3/8" to 1". Only fittings recommended by the PEX pipe manufacturer are ac-
ceptable for use with the PEX tube distribution system.

•	 In the case of Pipe-in-Pipe, the external sleeve is a flexible, impact resistant PE sheath. The sheath shall provide 
mechanical and UV protection to the PEX carrier pipe inside and allow for easy replacement of the carrier pipe if 
needed. Red and Blue sheaths shall be required to make for easy identification during and after installation.

•	 The PEX water distribution system shall comply with the following codes, standards and certification for use in 
potable hot and cold water distribution systems.

	 • UPC (Uniform Plumbing Code)

	 • ASTM F876

	 • CSA B137.5

	 • ANSI/NSF-61

	 • PPI – TR4 Pressure/temperature rating 100 psi at 180°F

	 • IAPMO R&T

	 • ICC-ES

Installation

•	 Under no circumstances shall the PEX pipe be tied with a binding wire. The installation shall be in strict accordance 
with the manufacturer’s instructions. If a PEX tube is kinked during installation, a heat gun may be used to repair 
the kinked portion in accordance with the manufacturer’s Installation Guide.

•	 Ensure that a minimal bending radius of 6 times the pipe diameter is maintained: 3/8" piping = 2-1/4" radius, 1/2" 
piping = 3" radius, 3/4" piping = 5" radius.

•	 PEX pipes shall not be installed in a way that would permanently expose it to sunlight (UV rays).

•	 Pipe shall have a fully enclosed protective conduit elbow where the pipe penetrates the concrete flooring to provide 
protection from abrasion.

•	 Provide a 300mm (12") protective sleeve where PEX pipe crosses expansion joints.

•	 If in-slab repair joints are necessary, only brass insert compression couplings as approved by the PEX pipe manufac-
turer are to be used. Wrap all couplings with PVC tape or compatible material prior to concrete pouring to prevent 
any possible corrosion.

•	 The PEX pipe and fitting system shall be installed according to the manufacturer's instructions described in the 
manufacturer’s product and installation Guide.

•	 Only fittings approved by the PEX pipe manufacturer shall be used.

•	 Do not install PEX pipe within 6" of any gas appliance vents, or within 12" of any recessed light fixtures.

•	 PEX pipe should not be anchored rigidly but allow 3/8" to 1/2" per yard of pipe for thermal expansion.
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•	 Closely coordinate in-slab piping layout with other trades. Avoid sanitary drain piping penetrations, electrical con-
duit penetrations, partition wall anchors, furniture anchors, etc. through floor assemblies.

•	 In all areas where other trades will be drilling, coring or anchoring other equipment, furniture, or structures to the 
slab and wall, the Contractor shall mark locations of the PEX pipes to avoid penetration of fasteners used (i.e., Hilti, 
Ramset, etc.).

Manifold / Header

•	 Provide factory pre-fabricated high impact plastic (PSU/PPA) manifolds for all distribution requirements. Manifolds 
modules to be capable of disassembly and reassembly for service and modification. Distribution manifolds shall be 
complete with factory designed and supplied support brackets and end caps. Manifolds shall be capable of taking on 
3/8", 1/2", or 3/4" PEX pipe.

•	 Manifold assembly temperature and pressure ratings shall meet or exceed the following:

	 • Working pressure: 87 psi (6 bar)

	 • Test pressure: 232 psi (16 bar)

	 • Operating Temperature: 160° F (70°C)

	 • Maximum Temperature: 180° F (82°C)

•	 To allow easy removal for service and modification, PEX pipe connection to each manifold module shall be either of 
brass complete with compression ring and insert barb with o-ring, or plastic crimp insert/barb complete with o-ring, 
or plastic tightening nut if the manifold module itself has a crimp insert attached.

•	 Manifolds shall be housed in an accessible manifold housing/enclosure. Housing shall be either built on site as part 
of the framed wall structure or optionally a pre-fabricated metal access box to be provided. Doors to be hinged to 
allow for unobstructed access in either case.

•	 Manifolds to be wrapped with plastic sheets for protection from dirt, dust and/or concrete in the course of construc-
tion.

•	 Manifolds shall be HeatLink TwistSeal™, HeatLink EasyFit™ or approved equal.

Testing

•	 Pressure test PEX pipes to 25 psi above operating pressure (hydrostatic) or 50 psi above operating pressure (air test) 
for a time duration no shorter than 20 minutes.

Testing, Balancing And Warranties

•	 Contractor shall be responsible for ensuring all necessary adjustments to PEX pipe distribution system, and that the 
entire system is fully tested, balanced and operating as per specification.

•	 If applicable, all maintenance data and operation instructions on system shall be provided and kept on site complete 
with a copy of piping layout. If so required, data shall be neatly assembled and placed in a protective binder.

•	 All PEX pipes shall carry a 25 year guarantee from the manufacturer, complete with a 10 year third party conse-
quential coverage including damage and expenses incurred. Refer to the HeatLink® warranty certificate.
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 Canada
Manufactured & distributed by HeatLink Group Inc.
Head Office:
4603E - 13th Street N.E.
Calgary, Alberta, T2E 6M3
Toll Free: 1-800-661-5332
Phone: (403) 250-3432
Fax: 1-866-450-1155
Mississauga Office:
1555 Bonhill Road, Unit #7
Mississauga, Ontario, L5T 1Y5
Toll Free: 1-800-661-5332
Phone: (905) 795-8289
Fax: 1-866-450-1155

 China
Distributed by Cathay-Links International 
Phone: 852-25693213
Fax: 852-25359271

 Ireland
Distributed by Jamoni Ltd. 
Phone: 057 - 932 4062
Fax: 057 - 932 4063
Freephone: 1800-311338

 México
Distributed by Distribuidora Caisa S.A. de C.V.
Phone: (52) 3300-4400
Fax: (52) 3300-4406  

 USA
Distributed by HeatLink Group Inc.
Grand Rapids Office:
1000 - 100th Street SW, Suite B
Byron Center, MI, 49315
Toll Free: 1-800-661-5332
Phone: (616) 877-4142
Fax: 1-800-869-6098

HeatLink, PureLink, EasyFit, and PexCube are either registered trademarks or trademarks of HeatLink Group Inc.


